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The role schools can play to build a 
more just and equitable society...  
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Who am I?
Why am I here?
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Education should be preparing people to enter a society that badly 
needs to be reimagined. As future educators, I would hope you 
would teach your students to become agents of social change, 
teach them the skills, knowledge and values that they can use to 
organize political movements capable of stopping the destruction 
of the environment, ending the vast inequalities in our society, and 
building a world based on love and generosity rather than on 
selfishness and materialism. You can use your classroom to do this, 
even though that may mean transgressing established norms and 
bureaucratic procedures. I also want you to remember that schools 
are not going to change one classroom at a time. Teachers need to 
organize not just for better pay, but also to once again gain control 
over their classrooms. That means building a movement to create a 
different kind of educational system and a more democratic 
society. Get involved in politics, run for local school boards, become 
publicly engaged citizens, use the power of ideas to move your 
peers and others, and work to develop the institutions that allow 
everybody to participate in the creation of a world in which justice 
matters, the environment matters, and living lives of decency and 
dignity matter.
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Start with why
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‘Most people 
watch Friends
rather than have 
friends.’
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“And every day, the world will drag 
you by the hand, yelling, “This is 

important! And this is important! And 
this is important! You need to worry 
about this! And this! And this!” And 
each day, it’s up to you to yank your 
hand back, put it on your heart and 
say, “No. This is what’s important.”

Arianna Huffington, Thrive: The Third 
Metric to Redefining Success and 

Creating a Life of Well-Being, 
Wisdom, and Wonder

9



10/16/20

2

10

Start with why
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‘You have to stand 
for something 

otherwise you’ll 
spend your whole 
life on your butt…’
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Letting the citizenry 
vote without an 
education, Socrates 
would think, is as 
irresponsible as putting 
them in charge of a 
trireme sailing to 
Samos in a storm.

@sebchapleau

14

"On three separate occasions my son 
and I have almost been hit by cars 

travelling at speed along Homesdale 
Road on the curve at the end of Liddon 

Road."

"Almost impossible to cross from Page Heath 
Lane to Cannon Road due to non stop traffic, 
lack of crossing. Very scary point and almost 
trying to do your best to avoid being hit by a 

car."

"I feel it's much safer to 
drive to school than walk. 
It's just not safe enough 

to walk, sadly!"
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Change

Action

Power
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Change

Action

Power
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‘[e]ducation was never the sole 
focus of schools, and it’s a shame 
it has taken a pandemic to prove 

it.’
Laura McInerney
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Challenging the system – how big is your jar?
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How big is your jar?
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Letting the citizenry 
vote without an 
education, Socrates 
would think, is as 
irresponsible as putting 
them in charge of a 
trireme sailing to 
Samos in a storm.
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Steps towards a strategy… 5 questions

“If you are not at the table, you are on 
the menu.”

1. Who are your people?
2. What is your issue?
3. Who is it that has the power to make the 

decision about this issue?

4. What is the public action that could get the 
right reaction?

5. Are you willing to sit down and negotiate with 
the people who have the power, and to do a 
deal to sort out your issue?
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www.wholeeducation.org/schools-in-communities-programme
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Keep in touch!

Sebastien Chapleau  
@sebchapleau

seb@wholeeducation.org
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